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Assessment  Highlights 

Grade  3 Social  Studies 
Achievement  Testing  Program 

This  preliminary  report  provides  teachers,  school  administrators,  and  the  public  with  an  overview  of  the 
results  for  the  June  1992  Grade  3 Social  Studies  Achievement  Test.  It  complements  the  detailed  school  and 
jurisdiction  reports  that  were  mailed  to  schools  and  school  jurisdiction  offices  in  early  October.  The  1992 
Achievement  Testing  Program  Provincial  Report  provides  complete  analyses  of  the  provincial  results  for  the 
June  1992  test.  This  report  will  be  available  to  educators  and  to  the  public  in  December  1992. 


Percentage  of  Students  Achieving: 
Acceptable  Standard 


100 


Skills 


Who  Wrote  the  Test ? 

Students  enrolled  in  the  regular  Grade  3 Social  Studies  program 
were  expected  to  write  the  1992  achievement  test.  A total  of  31  654 
students  wrote  the  test  in  English. 

What  Was  the  Test  Like ? 

The  test  had  50  multiple-choice  questions:  17  questions  in  Part  1, 
which  dealt  with  My  Community  in  the  Past,  Present,  and  Future, 
17  questions  in  Part  2,  which  dealt  with  Communities  Need  Each 
Other,  and  16  questions  in  Part  3,  which  dealt  with  Special 
Communities.  Students  had  20  minutes  to  write  each  part.  The 
test  assessed  students’  knowledge  of  facts,  concepts,  and 
generalizations,  as  well  as  their  application  of  process  skills. 


How  Well  Did  Students  Do? 

As  shown  by  the  graphs,  students  achieved  very  close  to  or  above 
the  acceptable  standard  in  both  knowledge  and  process  skills  and 
on  the  total  test.  In  all  three  areas,  more  students  than  expected 
met  the  standard  of  excellence. 

Most  students  have  learned  the  content  of  the  course.  Their 
achievement  on  the  test  shows  a good  understanding,  which 
enables  them  to  relate  their  knowledge  of  social  studies  concepts  to 
the  real  world.  In  addition,  most  students  are  proficient  at  the 
process  skills  expected  at  this  level.  They  can  apply  problem 
solving  and  critical  thinking  skills  within  the  context  of  Grade  3 
Social  Studies. 


Achievement  Standard  * 
Actual  Results  ** 


the  percentage  of  students  in  the  province 
expected  to  meet  the  acceptable  standard 
and  the  standard  of  excellence 
the  percentage  of  students  in  the  province 
who  met  the  standards 


Has  Achievement  Changed  Since  1984? 

A special  study  of  changes  in  achievement  was  conducted  as  part  of 
the  provincial  assessment.  Preliminary  results  show  that 
achievement  levels  in  1992  were  higher  than  in  1984,  but  they 
have  not  changed  significantly  since  1988.  Details  are  reported  in 
the  1992  Achievement  Testing  Program  Provincial  Report. 


Standard  of  Excellence — Sample  Questions  and  Commentary 


What  did  students  know  and  do  well? 


Use  the  information  below  to  answer 
questions  32  and  33. 

Lumber  is  shipped  from  Vancouver  to  Regina 
on  big  trucks.  People  in  Regina  buy  this  lumber 
to  build  their  houses.  Wheat  is  shipped  from 
Regina  to  Vancouver  where  it  is  used  to  make 
bread.  In  this  way,  the  people  in  both  cities  get 
the  things  they  need. 

32.  What  is  this  paragraph  saying  about 
exchanging  goods? 


Students  achieving  the  standard  of  excellence  had  little  difficulty 
handling  questions  that  involved  detailed  reading  passages  and  the 
use  of  high  level  process  skills  such  as  analyzing  and  synthesizing. 

Question  32  required  students  to  analyze  the  information  in  the 
paragraph  to  determine  the  main  point.  Question  42  required 
students  to  analyze  both  the  visual  and  written  information  in  the 
four  separate  boxes  to  draw  a conclusion.  Of  students  achieving  the 
acceptable  standard,  77.1%  were  able  to  do  this,  as  were  98.6% 
of  students  achieving  the  standard  of  excellence. 


21.8  o Lumber  is  used  in  Regina  to 
build  houses. 

6.4  o Trucks  are  needed  to  transport 
wheat. 

4.7  o Cities  use  many  different  services. 

66.4  • Communities  depend  on  each 
other  for  goods. 


To  successfully  answer  question  13,  students  needed  to  know  that  a 
bakery  produces  breads,  cakes,  and  other  products,  and  that  these  are 
examples  of  “goods”.  Although  students  achieving  the  standard  of 
excellence  were  able  to  make  this  connection  and  realized  that  a 
“small”  bakery  would  not  provide  “many  jobs”,  other  students  were 
attracted  by  choice  D. 


13.  When  Mr.  Hill  moved  to  Fox  River,  he 
opened  a small  bakery.  What  contribution 
does  Mr.  Hill's  bakery  make  to  the 
community? 

1.1  o It  provides  a place  to  play  sports. 
77.3  • It  produces  goods  for  people. 

2.4  o It  causes  pollution 
18.2  o It  provides  many  jobs. 


Where  did  students  have  difficulty? 

Students  achieving  the  standard  of  excellence  had  difficulty  with 
question  40,  which  required  them  to  distinguish  between  fictional 
stories  and  factual  information.  Other  than  this,  these  students  had 
almost  no  difficulties  with  Grade  3 Social  Studies  knowledge  or 
process  skills. 


Use  the  information  below  to  answer  question  42. 


40.  In  which  book  could  you  read  FICTION 
about  China? 

25.8  o Places  in  China 
41.1  • Chinese  Fairytales 
26.6  o The  Encyclopedia  of  China 
5.5  o A Dictionary  for  Elementary 
Students 


42.  The  children  in  these  pictures  keep  their 
traditions  by 

1.8  o wearing  jeans  to  school 
11.7  o speaking,  a different  language 
80.5  • celebrating  in  special  ways 
5.4  0 eating  special  food 


On  Chinese  New  Year,  Chang  goes  to  the 
Dragon  Parade.  Later  his  family  shares  gifts 
and  eats  moon  cakes. 


Ian  likes  to  wear  a kilt  and  play  the  bagpipes  at 
Scottish  parties.  He  also  enjoys  the  Scottish 
food  his  father  makes. 


Susan  is  ready  for  the  powwow.  She  likes  to  do 
her  native  dance  for  her  friends  there. 


Mary  likes  to  wear  the  Polish  dress  that  her 
mother  gave  her  for  Christmas.  She  also  likes 
to  sing  and  dance  to  Polish  music. 
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This  preliminary  report  provides  teachers,  school  administrators,  and  the  public  with  an  overview  of  the 
results  for  the  June  1992  Grade  3 Social  Studies  Achievement  Test.  It  complements  the  detailed  school  and 
jurisdiction  reports  that  were  mailed  to  schools  and  school  jurisdiction  offices  in  early  October.  The  1992 
Achievement  Testing  Program  Provincial  Report  provides  complete  analyses  of  the  provincial  results  for  the 
June  1992  test.  This  report  will  be  available  to  educators  and  to  the  public  in  December  1992. 


Percentage  of  Students  Achieving: 


Acceptable  Standard 


Skills 


Who  Wrote  the  Test ? 

Students  enrolled  in  the  regular  Grade  3 Social  Studies  program 
were  expected  to  write  the  1992  achievement  test.  A total  of  31  654 
students  wrote  the  test  in  English. 

What  Was  the  Test  Like ? 

The  test  had  50  multiple-choice  questions:  17  questions  in  Part  1, 
which  dealt  with  My  Community  in  the  Past,  Present,  and  Future, 
17  questions  in  Part  2,  which  dealt  with  Communities  Need  Each 
Other,  and  16  questions  in  Part  3,  which  dealt  with  Special 
Communities.  Students  had  20  minutes  to  write  each  part.  The 
test  assessed  students’  knowledge  of  facts,  concepts,  and 
generalizations,  as  well  as  their  application  of  process  skills. 


Standard  of  Excellence 


25 


Knowledge  Process  Test 


Skills 


How  Well  Did  Students  Do ? 

As  shown  by  the  graphs,  students  achieved  very  close  to  or  above 
the  acceptable  standard  in  both  knowledge  and  process  skills  and 
on  the  total  test.  In  all  three  areas,  more  students  than  expected 
met  the  standard  of  excellence. 

Most  students  have  learned  the  content  of  the  course.  Their 
achievement  on  the  test  shows  a good  understanding,  which 
enables  them  to  relate  their  knowledge  of  social  studies  concepts  to 
the  real  world.  In  addition,  most  students  are  proficient  at  the 
process  skills  expected  at  this  level.  They  can  apply  problem 
solving  and  critical  thinking  skills  within  the  context  of  Grade  3 
Social  Studies. 


Achievement  Standard  * 
Actual  Results  ** 


the  percentage  of  students  in  the  province 
expected  to  meet  the  acceptable  standard 
and  the  standard  of  excellence 
the  percentage  of  students  in  the  province 
who  met  the  standards 


Has  Achievement  Changed  Since  1984? 

A special  study  of  changes  in  achievement  was  conducted  as  part  of 
the  provincial  assessment.  Preliminary  results  show  that 
achievement  levels  in  1992  were  higher  than  in  1984,  but  they 
have  not  changed  significantly  since  1988.  Details  are  reported  in 
the  1992  Achievement  Testing  Program  Provincial  Report. 


Test  Blueprint 

The  test  blueprint  shows  the  distribution  of  questions  according  to  the  curricular  content  area  (topic)  being 
assessed  and  according  to  the  knowledge  and  process  skills  required  to  answer  the  question. 


Objectives  Reporting  Category 

Topic/Concept  Reporting  Category 

Proportion  of 
Total  Score 

Topic  A 
My  Community 
in  the  past, 
present,  and 
future 

Topic  B 
Communities 
need  each  other 

Topic  C 
Special 
communities 

Knowledge  Objectives 

Understands  generalizations,  concepts, 
related  facts  and  content 

1,  2,  4,  5,  6,  10 

19,  21,  22,  23,  31, 
34 

35,  36,  37,  39,  43, 
49 

36% 

Process  Skill  Objectives 

Locating/organizing/interpreting 

information 

3,  7,  11,  12,  15 

20,  24,  26 

40,  41,  45,  48 

24% 

64% 

Geography  and  mapping 

16,  17 

25,  28,  29,  30 

46,  47 

16% 

Analyzing/synthesizing/evaluating 

8,  9,  13,  14 

18,  27,  32,  33 

38,  42,  44,  50 

24%. 

Proportion  of  Total  Score 

34% 

34% 

32% 

100% 

Results 

The  table  at  the  right  shows 
question-by-question  results  and 
keyed  answers. 


Individual  Multiple-Choice  Questions 


Question 

Key 

Diff.* 

Question 

Key 

Diff. 

Question 

Key 

Diff. 

1 

A 

86.1 

18 

C 

89.0 

35 

B 

81.2 

2 

A 

71.4 

19 

A 

89.0 

36 

D 

74.3 

3 

D 

86.3 

20 

D 

81.5 

37 

C 

35.9 

4 

A 

87.7 

21 

C 

69.5 

38 

A 

86.2 

5 

A 

75.0 

22 

C 

75.0 

39 

B 

72.7 

6 

B 

87.7 

23 

C 

77.7 

40 

B 

41.1 

7 

C 

76.0 

24 

A 

76.0 

41 

D 

83.7 

8 

A 

77.6 

25 

A 

95.8 

42 

C 

80.5 

9 

D 

60.4 

26 

A 

68.5 

43 

C 

90.1 

10 

D 

77.2 

27 

A 

86.2 

44 

A 

82.7 

11 

B 

75.7 

28 

A 

93.2 

45 

D 

80.0 

12 

C 

85.3 

29 

D 

90.1 

46 

C 

79.7 

13 

B 

77.3 

30 

A 

83.6 

47 

A 

84.3 

14 

C 

84.4 

31 

B 

73.9 

48 

C 

63.6 

15 

A 

77.1 

32 

D 

66.4 

49 

B 

56.1 

16 

C 

75.0 

33 

B 

81.1 

50 

D 

80.0 

17 

A 

65.7 

34 

D 

80.6 

* Difficulty— percentage  of  students  answering  the  question  correctly 


Test  Blueprint 

The  test  blueprint  shows  the  distribution  of  questions  according  to  the  curricular  content  area  (topic)  being 
assessed  and  according  to  the  knowledge  and  process  skills  required  to  answer  the  question. 


Topic/Concept  Reporting  Category 

Objectives  Reporting  Category 

Topic  A 
My  Community 
in  the  past, 
present,  and 
future 

Topic  B 
Communities 
need  each  other 

Topic  C 
Special 
communities 

Proportion  of 
Total  Score 

Knowledge  Objectives 

Understands  generalizations,  concepts, 
related  facts  and  content 

1,  2,  4,  5,  6,  10 

19,21,22,23,31, 

34 

35,36,37,39,43, 

49 

36% 

Process  Skill  Objectives 

Locating/organizing/interpreting 

information 

3,7,  11,  12,  15 

20,  24,  26 

40,  41,  45,  48 

24% 

Geography  and  mapping 

16,  17 

25,  28,  29,  30 

46,  47 

16% 

64% 

Analyzing/synthesizing/evaluating 

8,  9,  13,  14 

18,  27,  32,  33 

38,  42,  44,  50 

24% 

Proportion  of  Total  Score 

34% 

34% 

32% 

100% 

Results 

The  table  at  the  right  shows 
question-by-question  results  and 
keyed  answers. 


Individual  Multiple-Choice  Questions 


Question 

Key 

Diff.* 

Question 

Key 

Diff. 

Question 

Key 

Diff. 

1 

A 

86.1 

18 

C 

89.0 

35 

B 

81.2 

2 

A 

71.4 

19 

A 

89.0 

36 

D 

74.3 

3 

D 

86.3 

20 

D 

81.5 

37 

C 

35.9 

4 

A 

87.7 

21 

C 

69.5 

38 

A 

86.2 

5 

A 

75.0 

22 

C 

75.0 

39 

B 

72.7 

6 

B 

87.7 

23 

C 

77.7 

40 

B 

41.1 

7 

C 

76.0 

24 

A 

76.0 

41 

D 

83.7 

8 

A 

77.6 

25 

A 

95.8 

42 

C 

80.5 

9 

D 

60.4 

26 

A 

68.5 

43 

C 

90.1 

10 

D 

77.2 

27 

A 

86.2 

44 

A 

82.7 

11 

B 

75.7 

28 

A 

93.2 

45 

D 

80.0 

12 

C 

85.3 

29 

D 

90.1 

46 

C 

79.7 

13 

B 

77.3 

30 

A 

83.6 

47 

A 

84.3 

14 

C 

84.4 

31 

B 

73.9 

48 

C 

63.6 

15 

A 

77.1 

32 

D 

66.4 

49 

B 

56.1 

16 

C 

75.0 

33 

B 

81.1 

50 

D 

80.0 

17 

A 

65.7 

34 

D 

80.6 

* Difficulty — percentage  of  students  answering  the  question  correctly 


Observations 


1 . The  BEST  meaning  of  community  is 

86.1  • a place  where  people  live,  work, 
and  play  together 

5.0  o a place  where  people  do 

different  things 

3.3  o-  a special  way  of  doing  things 

4.0  o a piece  of  land  or  region 


26.  Titles  of  books  help  us  to  find  information. 
Which  book  would  BEST  help  us  find 
information  about  goods  that  are  produced 
in  Alberta? 


What  is 
Made  in 
Alberta 

j 

Cities  of 
Alberta 

1 

68.5  • 4.8  o 


Services  in 
Alberta 

) 

Farming 
in  Alberta 
Today  , 
1 

15.0  o 


10.9  o 


Acceptable  Standard — Sample  Questions  and  Commentary 
What  did  students  know  and  do  well? 

Generally,  students  achieving  the  acceptable  standard  had  a sound 
understanding  of  the  knowledge  and  basic  process  skills  in  the  Grade  3 
Social  Studies  program.  Specifically,  these  students  had  a good 
understanding  and  could  apply  their  knowledge  of  basic  concepts  such 
as  community,  past,  present,  future,  wants,  needs,  cardinal  directions, 
and  tradition.  Many  of  these  students  were  also  able  to  interpret 
graphed  information  and  to  demonstrate  mapping  skills.  Questions  1 
and  12  are  examples.  The  circle  beside  the  correct  answer  has  been 
filled  in,  and  the  number  is  the  percentage  of  students  choosing  each 
alternative. 

Where  did  students  have  difficulty? 

Question  26  required  students  to  make  a connection  between  “goods 
produced”  and  “what  is  made.”  Almost  all  students  achieving  the 
standard  of  excellence  were  able  to  do  this.  Many  other  students, 
however,  linked  production  to  service  or  to  farming,  and  they  therefore 
incorrectly  chose  alternatives  C or  D. 

Questions  36  and  39  required  students  to  demonstrate  a basic 
understanding  of  customs.  Many  students  achieving  the  acceptable 
standard  on  the  test  overall  were  unable  to  do  this.  Interestingly, 
more  students  were  able  to  relate  “special  communities”  to  “customs” 

in  question  38. 


36.  Another  word  for  custom  is 

10.1  o community 

7.0  o language 

8.1  o respect 
74.3  • tradition 


39.  Sue's  family  is  from  China.  Her  mother 
often  cooks  food  in  a wok  and  the  family 
eats  using  chopsticks.  This  is  an  example 
of  a 

9.4  o change 

72.7  • custom 
7.2  o community 
9.1  o contribution 


38.  People  know  they  are  in  a special 
community  because  of  the 

86.2  • way  people  keep  their  customs 

4.7  o hospitals  people  use 

5.5  o crops  people  grow 

2.7  o cars  people  drive 


This  graph  shows  why  people  moved  to  Fox  River. 


Number 

of 

People 


Reasons 


12.  Why  did  most  people  move  to  Fox  River? 


4.5  o To  enjoy  good  weather 
8.9  o To  find  jobs 
85.3  • To  buy  land 
0.7  o To  play  sports 


Assessment  Highlights 

Grade  3 Social  Studies 
Achievement  Testing  Program 

This  preliminary  report  provides  teachers,  school  administrators,  and  the  public  with  an  overview  of  the 
results  for  the  June  1992  Grade  3 Social  Studies  Achievement  Test.  It  complements  the  detailed  school  and 
jurisdiction  reports  that  were  mailed  to  schools  and  school  jurisdiction  offices  in  early  October.  The  1992 
Achievement  Testing  Program  Provincial  Report  provides  complete  analyses  of  the  provincial  results  for  the 
June  1992  test.  This  report  will  be  available  to  educators  and  to  the  public  in  December  1992. 


Percentage  of  Students  Achieving: 

100 
80 
60 

% 

40 
20 
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Acceptable  Standard 


Knowledge 


Who  Wrote  the  Test ? 

Students  enrolled  in  the  regular  Grade  3 Social  Studies  program 
were  expected  to  write  the  1992  achievement  test.  A total  of  31  654 
students  wrote  the  test  in  English. 

What  Was  the  Test  Like? 

The  test  had  50  multiple-choice  questions:  17  questions  in  Part  1, 
which  dealt  with  My  Community  in  the  Past,  Present,  and  Future, 
17  questions  in  Part  2,  which  dealt  with  Communities  Need  Each 
Other,  and  16  questions  in  Part  3,  which  dealt  with  Special  . 
Communities.  Students  had  20  minutes  to  write  each  part.  The 
test  assessed  students’  knowledge  of  facts,  concepts,  and 
generalizations,  as  well  as  their  application  of  process  skills. 


Standard  of  Excellence 


Knowledge  Process  Test 


Skills 


How  Well  Did  Students  Do? 

As  shown  by  the  graphs,  students  achieved  very  close  to  or  above 
the  acceptable  standard  in  both  knowledge  and  process  skills  and 
on  the  total  test.  In  all  three  areas,  more  students  than  expected 
met  the  standard  of  excellence. 

Most  students  have  learned  the  content  of  the  course.  Their 
achievement  on  the  test  shows  a good  understanding,  which 
enables  them  to  relate  their  knowledge  of  social  studies  concepts  to 
the  real  world.  In  addition,  most  students  are  proficient  at  the 
process  skills  expected  at  this  level.  They  can  apply  problem 
solving  and  critical  thinking  skills  within  the  context  of  Grade  3 
Social  Studies. 


Achievement  Standard  * 
Actual  Results  ** 


* the  percentage  of  students  in  the  province 
expected  to  meet  the  acceptable  standard 
and  the  standard  of  excellence 

* the  percentage  of  students  in  the  province 
who  met  the  standards 


Has  Achievement  Changed  Since  1984? 

A special  study  of  changes  in  achievement  was  conducted  as  part  of 
the  provincial  assessment.  Preliminary  results  show  that 
achievement  levels  in  1992  were  higher  than  in  1984,  but  they 
have  not  changed  significantly  since  1988.  Details  are  reported  in 
the  1992  Achievement  Testing  Program  Provincial  Report. 


Standard  of  Excellence — Sample  Questions  and  Commentary 


What  did  students  know  and  do  well? 


Use  the  information  below  to  answer 
questions  32  and  33. 

Lumber  is  shipped  from  Vancouver  to  Regina 
on  big  trucks.  People  in  Regina  buy  this  lumber 
to  build  their  houses.  Wheat  is  shipped  from 
Regina  to  Vancouver  where  it  is  used  to  make 
bread.  In  this  way,  the  people  in  both  cities  get 
the  things  they  need. 

32.  What  is  this  paragraph  saying  about 
exchanging  goods? 


Students  achieving  the  standard  of  excellence  had  little  difficulty 
handling  questions  that  involved  detailed  reading  passages  and  the 
use  of  high  level  process  skills  such  as  analyzing  and  synthesizing. 

Question  32  required  students  to  analyze  the  information  in  the 
paragraph  to  determine  the  main  point.  Question  42  required 
students  to  analyze  both  the  visual  and  written  information  in  the 
four  separate  boxes  to  draw  a conclusion.  Of  students  achieving  the 
acceptable  standard,  77.1%  were  able  to  do  this,  as  were  98.6% 
of  students  achieving  the  standard  of  excellence. 


21.8  c Lumber  is  used  in  Regina  to 
build  houses. 

6.4  o Trucks  are  needed  to  transport 
wheat. 

4.7  o Cities  use  many  different  services. 

66.4  • Communities  depend  on  each 
other  for  goods. 


To  successfully  answer  question  13,  students  needed  to  know  that  a 
bakery  produces  breads,  cakes,  and  other  products,  and  that  these  are 
examples  of  “goods”.  Although  students  achieving  the  standard  of 
excellence  were  able  to  make  this  connection  and  realized  that  a 
“small”  bakery  would  not  provide  “many  jobs”,  other  students  were 
attracted  by  choice  D. 


13.  When  Mr.  Hill  moved  to  Fox  River,  he 
opened  a small  bakery.  What  contribution 
does  Mr.  Hill's  bakery  make  to  the 
community? 

1.1  o It  provides  a place  to  play  sports. 
77.3  • It  produces  goods  for  people. 

2.4  o It  causes  pollution 
18.2  o It  provides  many  jobs. 


Where  did  students  have  difficulty? 

Students  achieving  the  standard  of  excellence  had  difficulty  with 
question  40,  which  required  them  to  distinguish  between  fictional 
stories  and  factual  information.  Other  than  this,  these  students  had 
almost  no  difficulties  with  Grade  3 Social  Studies  knowledge  or 
process  skills. 


Use  the  information  below  to  answer  question  42. 


40.  In  which  book  could  you  read  FICTION 
about  China? 

25.8  o Places  in  China 
41.1  • Chinese  Fairytales 
26.6  o The  Encyclopedia  of  China 
5.5  o A Dictionary  for  Elementary 
Students 


42.  The  children  in  these  pictures  keep  their 
traditions  by 

1 .8  o wearing  jeans  to  school 
11.7  o speaking,  a different  language 
80.5  • celebrating  in  special  ways 
5.4  o eating  special  food 


On  Chinese  New  Year,  Chang  goes  to  the 
Dragon  Parade.  Later  his  family  shares  gifts 
and  eats  moon  cakes. 


Ian  likes  to  wear  a kilt  and  play  the  bagpipes  at 
Scottish  parties.  He  also  enjoys  the  Scottish 
food  his  father  makes. 


Susan  is  ready  for  the  powwow.  She  likes  to  do 
her  native  dance  for  her  friends  there. 


Mary  likes  to  wear  the  Polish  dress  that  her 
mother  gave  her  for  Christmas.  She  also  likes 
to  sing  and  dance  to  Polish  music. 


Descriptors  for  Rating  Scale 

Occasionally,  if  ever 

- the  student  occasionally,  if  ever,  demonstrates  this  behavior 

Often 

- the  student  demonstrates  this  behavior  more  than  half  the  time,  but 
not  consistently 


Consistently 

- the  student  consistently  demonstrates  this  behavior  and  very  rarely 
does  not 


Group  Interaction 

Rating  Scale 

Occasionally, 
if  ever 

Often 

Consistently 

1. 

Works  co-operatively  with 
a partner 

2. 

Demonstrates  willingness  to 
take  turns  in  discussions 
and  play 

3. 

Understands  the  need  for 
group  rules  and  the  need  to 
follow  the  rules 

4. 

Attempts  to  encourage  and 
offer  approval  to  those  he/she 
works  with 

5. 

Participates  co-operatively  in 
group  work 

6. 

Makes  meaningful 
contributions  to  discussions, 
supporting  ideas  with  facts 
and  reason 

7. 

Takes  part  in  making  the  rules 
for  group  work 

8. 

Accepts  the  role  of  leader  and 
follower  as  the  situation 
requires  or  demands 

9. 

Demonstrates  respect  for  the 
rights  and  opinions  of  others 

10. 

Participates  in  a small  group 
discussion  or  activity  by 
following  established  rules 

11. 

Stays  on  task 

Participation  Skills — Teacher  Results 


Level 

Standards 

Percentage 
of  Students 

Beyond  Level 

Students  were  rated  “Consistently” 
in  7 of  the  11  skills 

30.7 

At  Level 

Students  were  rated  “Often”  or 
“Consistently”  in  10  of  the  11  skills 
but  had  fewer  than  7 “Consistently” 
ratings 

36.0 

Not  Yet  At 
Level 

Students  were  rated  “Often”  or 
“Consistently”  in  fewer  than  10  of 
the  11  skills 

33.3 

Participation  Skills  Study 

In  addition  to  the  traditional  multiple-choice 
achievement  test,  Grade  3 teachers  and  students  from 
a sample  of  schools  throughout  the  province  were 
involved  in  an  assessment  of  participation  skills. 

These  teachers  used  three  descriptors  to  rate  each  of 
their  students  in  11  areas  of  group  interaction.  The 
assessment  criteria  and  the  results  of  this  study  are 
shown  at  the  left.  Teachers  felt  that  about  one-third 
of  their  students  were  Beyond  Level,  one-third  were 
At  Level,  and  one-third  were  Not  Yet  At  Level. 

Students  were  asked  to  complete  a self-assessment  of 
their  participation  skills  in  another  11  areas,  using 
the  descriptors  “Often”,  “Sometimes”,  and  “Not  Often”. 
Fewer  than  50%  indicated  that  they  “Often”  praise 
group  members  who  have  good  ideas.  A similar 
percentage  indicated  that  they  do  not  “Often” 
demonstrate  good  leadership  skills.  Yet,  the  students 
indicated  a very  positive  perception  of  their 
participation  skills.  For  example,  over  70%  of  the 
students  perceived  that  they  “Often”  do  their  share  of 
the  work  and  “Often”  follow  the  rules  of  the  group. 

Questionnaire — Context  for  Learning 

In  June  1992,  Grade  3 Social  Studies  teachers  and 
students  across  the  province  participated  in  a pilot 
study  designed  to  identify  and  examine  relationships 
among  various  contexts  for  learning  and  their  effect 
on  student  achievement.  Students  gave  their  opinions 
on  various  learning  activities  related  to  social  studies. 
Teachers  reported  on  the  types  of  and  frequency  of 
use  of  instructional  strategies,  writing  activities, 
classroom  resources,  and  other  activities  in  their 
social  studies  classes. 

Analyses  of  the  student  questionnaires  reveals  that 
students  have  a marked  tolerance  and  openness  to 
people  different  from  themselves  and  to  communities 
other  than  their  own.  A large  majority  of  students  are 
accepting  of  differing  opinions  and  indicate  a 
willingness  to  learn  from  others.  Results  of  the  teacher 
questionnaire  show  that  there  is  a wide  variety  of 
social  studies  related  activities  at  the  Grade  3 level. 

The  diversity  of  these  activities  ranges  from  field  trips 
to  letter  writing,  recycling  projects,  and  simulations. 


The  1992  Achievement  Testing  Program  Provincial  Report  will  provide  more  detailed  results  of  the  participation 
skills  study  and  the  context-for-learning  questionnaire. 

In  summary,  achievement  by  students  in  Grade  3 Social  Studies  suggests  that  teachers  are  implementing  the 
social  studies  curriculum  very  well.  Students’  success  in  all  three  learning  components — knowledge,  process 
skills,  and  participation  skills — shows  that  teachers  are  presenting  a balanced  curriculum  and  students  are 
incorporating  their  learnings  into  much  of  their  practical  experience. 

For  further  information,  contact  Arnold  Ostfield,  Assessment  Specialist,  at  427-0010.  ^(9 
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